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'4/ ° 

In response to the Office Action of September 13, 2001, amendment to the above- 
identified patent application is requested. Replacement claims are presented below, and marked- 
up claim amendments are presented on septate sheets at the end of this Amendment. 



In the Claims 

Please cancel claim 4 without prejudice or disclaimer 

jPlease substitute the following amended claims for those currently pending^ 
(Amended) A medical device comprising a composite having an inorganic substrate 
A a polymer covering at least a portion of the substrate, the polymer forming a structure 

substantially different from t he structure of the substrate and the polymer being rigid. 

IhlTmedical device of claim 1 wherein the inorganic substrate comprises metal. 
The medical device of claim 1 wherein the inorganic substrate comprises a ceramic. 
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